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The extent of the pandemics our world is facing today, 
both COVID and social justice, could not have been 
imagined a decade, or even 10 months, ago. So much 
has been exposed about what really is essential, and the 
devastating impact of racial inequities and underlying bias 
in our modern society.  At the same time, many of us have 
become closer with family, and more supportive and aware 
as a community.

With that said, can you even imagine the ways in which 
our lives, our neighborhoods, and the broader Madison 
metropolitan community will be further transformed in the 
decade to come?  

Like you, as I look at my grandchildren, I know they will have challenges and experiences 
that I can hardly envision, nor perhaps even conceptualize right now. 

Yet, I’m sure most (if not all) of us have some degree of hope and expectation that future 
generations will live, even thrive, in a stronger, safer, more equitable world. 

It is the vision and generosity of a caring and engaged community that ensures tomorrow 
will be better than today.  Philanthropy makes dreams possible. And Madison Community 
Foundation (MCF) stands in witness to the many donors and fundholders who have 
remained steadfast in their awesome commitment to the common good.  

Operating during the backdrop of a pandemic and social unrest, your community foundation 
has remained strong and visible, effectively working in partnership with the community of 
individuals and nonprofits who come together through MCF. 

And because none of this would be possible without your support, we want to say, “thank 
you” and to recognize what we have done together, what we have achieved as a community. 
We want to celebrate the creativity with which organizations have found ways to fulfill their 
missions and operate within the restrictions imposed by the pandemic. 

We also come to you with a request to help us continue the vision into the years ahead. 
As you will see in this newsletter, wonderful things happen when we work together and 
support each other and our community.

Each year, thanks to the support of our donors, MCF is able to give approximately $2 
million to local causes through our Community Impact and Field of Interest funds. These 
permanent endowments at MCF help enrich the quality of life for people in Dane County, 
supporting nonprofits working to provide scholarships and internships to young people; 
to improve their outreach to underserved and under-represented groups; to protect our 
natural places; and to support and provide access to the arts. 

We have just launched our annual appeal, and hope you will consider making a gift, large or 
small, to one of MCF’s funds to help us continue to make the greater Madison area a vibrant 
community where all people thrive.

THE POWER OF VISION IN A CHANGING WORLD
Enid Glenn, Chair, Madison Community Foundation Board of Governors
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Like everyone in this pandemic, Omega School has worked 
creatively to meet its mission, not only continuing to 
provide services to students looking to get their GED 
or HSED, but getting stronger. We have succeeded by 
implementing a few key strategies:

Be nimble and flexible
Since Omega School started almost 50 years ago, it has 
focused on preparing young adults who have dropped out 
of high school to earn a GED/HSED credential. And while 
each student reaches the decision to pursue GED studies 
in their own way, being stuck at home during the pandemic 
spurred a number of them to start now. 

For the staff at Omega School, this meant quickly creating 
a virtual on-boarding enrollment system that was both 
personal and individualized. Fortunately, Omega School 
was well-positioned to move to virtual learning. When the 
GED test became a computer-based exam in 2014, we saw 
the benefit of having an on-line option for students who 
are homebound with mobility challenges or severe anxiety. 

When the COVID-19 pandemic closed schools, this experience
with on-line learning helped us move quickly. We purchased
additional student seats on our current platform, and secured
access to two additional learning platforms which, combined
with a pencil and paper format, allowed us to keep our 
GED training individualized. Being able to maintain this 
flexibility has meant success for the pandemic-enrolled 
students who have completed their GED/HSED diplomas.

Build on a strong base
MCF and its fundholders have provided key financial 
support. Throughout the pandemic, we have received 
regular distributions from our endowment fund, and we 
have received gifts from donor advised funds through 
MCF. In early 2020 A Fund for Women provided a grant for 
outreach to young mothers, and MCF gave Omega School 
a Community Impact grant that helped us develop and 
deliver online tutoring. This financial support has provided 
a critical lifeline during these challenging times.

Omega School secured more than $150,000 in working 
capital from the federal Paycheck Protection Program 
(PPP) and the Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) aid 
programs, which put us in an excellent financial position to 
weather the challenges of COVID-19. 

OMEGA SCHOOL IS MAKING LEMONADE 
FROM THE PANDEMIC’S LEMONS
By Oscar Mireles, Executive Director of Omega School

Make the best of the cards 
you have been dealt
We are taking advantage of the school being physically 
closed to students. At the beginning of the pandemic, 
I did some spring cleaning and was able to shred 25 
years’ worth of paperwork and files. This has cleared out 
space that will be needed as we undertake renovations 
to our 28-year-old facility. We jumpstarted our capital 
campaign so we could do the work while the building was 
already closed, and hope to start renovations later this fall. 
Because we remain closed due to the pandemic, the work 
will not interfere with our students’ progress. 

Make lemonade
Thanks to a supportive Board of Directors, our dedicated 
and hardworking staff, and supporters such as MCF and its 
fundholders, we have been able to move our organization 
forward and make lemonade for our students and our 
community.
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TOGETHER, WE MAKE 
THINGS HAPPEN
We often emphasize that MCF is the community’s foundation — we 
wouldn’t exist without you. The power of community is incredible. In 
an extraordinary year, you have helped us accomplish extraordinary 
things. Thank you.

In the Midst of Uncertainty, 
Generosity Remained Strong
When the pandemic hit Wisconsin in March, you responded. You 
gave to our COVID-19 Priority Fund, but you didn’t stop there. You 
continued to give to your own funds; to support endowment funds 
to preserve the long-term operations of organizations you care 
about; to capital campaigns for libraries and to help organizations 
grow; and to honor the memories of people you loved and respected.

MCF’s Giving Partners Move Quickly to Help
The Columbus Area Endowment made a grant from its Emergency 
Fund to help the Columbus School District/Food Service clear out 
negative balances in food services accounts for district students to 
relieve families of the debt burden in the face of the pandemic. 

The Portage Area Community Fund made a donation to the Portage 
Food Pantry, which provided 50-pound boxes of food to families 
and allowed the Pantry to purchase additional supplies as needed.

The Middleton Endowment made a grant to the Middleton-Cross 
Plains Area School District (MCPASD) Education Foundation to help 
purchase meals when schools closed due to COVID-19.

“When the Middleton 
Endowment learned of the 
need to feed hungry children 
during this crisis, funding 
the meals for students was 
unquestionably the best use of 
the Endowment’s resources.”

Paul Kinne, 
Chair of the Middleton Endowment

$9.5 Million
IN GIFTS BETWEEN JAN. 1 AND JUL. 31. 

RANGE: $3 TO $3.2 MILLION

38% WERE FIRST-TIME 
DONORS 

18% GIVEN IN HONOR OR 
MEMORY OF SOMEONE

48% WERE LESS THAN $100
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THANK YOUTHANK YOUTHANK YOU
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Grantmaking Addresses Urgent Needs
Grantmaking by MCF and its donors has been strong 
throughout 2020. Fundholders at MCF made 734 grants 
from their donor advised funds through the end of 
July, giving more than $3.8 million to support nonprofit 
organizations.

MCF has shifted its grantmaking process to make proactive 
grants this year, including a grant to One City Schools to 
secure a home for the One City Elementary School and 
allow space for its continued growth, and grants to fund 
census outreach among undercounted groups.

Generous donations to the COVID-19 Priority Fund 
allowed MCF to help the Madison Metropolitan School 
District purchase WiFi hotspots for 1,800 families that 
lacked reliable internet access. (You can read more about 
that at madisongives.org/hotspots.)

A Fund for Women made proactive emergency funds 
available to nonprofit organizations helping women and 
girls faced with insecure access to shelter, food, and 
income due to COVID-19. Organizations funded include 
DAIS, Foundation for Black Women’s Wellness, Latinx 
Consortium Emergency Relief Fund, and YWCA Madison.

CENSUS 2020:

This opportunity only comes once every 10 years. 
The census determines where $1.5 trillion is spent on 
everything from health care to highways, housing and food 
assistance. It determines representation by elected officials 
to our government. But people in vulnerable communities 

— children under the age of five, low-income renters, and 
people of color — often are undercounted and therefore 
under-represented and underserved. The COVID pandemic 
has made outreach to these communities more difficult.

Earlier this year MCF gave $10,000 to join with other local 
foundations, to fund census outreach at neighborhood 
community centers, and in August devoted another $40,000
to also include funding for outreach efforts by the Latino
Workforce Academy, African American Council of Churches,
and Freedom Inc. These agencies are rooted in traditionally 
undercounted communities, have widespread recognition 
and trust with communities of color, and were prepared for 
a strong final push to increase the census count.

Funding the Final Push for a Fair, 
Accurate, and Equitable Count

A student at the One City Elementary School spends 
some time reading. One City currently serves students 

in 4k through 2nd grade at the elementary school.
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Laura Anderton  Christine Andrews  Robert Andrews  Deborah Ankowicz  Julia A. Anthony  Ascendium Education Group  Lori Astell  Axley Attorneys  Roxanne and Robert Ayer  Martha Babcock  Michael and Cathy Baer  Norman Bair  Baird Foundation, Inc.  Craig Baker  Dennis and Rachel Baker  Helen H. Baldwin  Linda Baldwin O’Hern and Vince O’Hern  Adam Balin and Karin Mahoney  Diane K. Ballweg  Pat Banker  Christine and Christopher Barden  Paul and Tina Barrette  
Jeffrey and Angela Bartell  The Bartels  Estate of Marjorie H. Bartlett  Janneke C. Baske  Joyce L. Bates  Carl and Dawn Bauman  Bayview Townhouses and International Center for Education and the Arts  Joan Bechhofer   David and Theresa Beck-Engel  William J. Becker  Donna and George Beestman  Earl and Lynnette Beitzel  Belleville Community Club  The Benevity Community Impact Fund  Mary Lou C. Bennett  Stuart and Catherine Benzine  Andrew Bertram  
Claire Bertram  Anna K. Besal  Sarah Best  Anna M. Biermeier and Roger L. Hanson  William and Laura Bird  Margaret Jean Birkett  Floyd and Barbara Blackmore  Steve and Beth Blakeslee  Karen Blatter-Schieler  Edith and David Block  Jim Block and Terese Allen  Miriam and Brian Boegel  Julie and Kirk Bogle  Nan Bogue  John and Eileen Bonine  Shirley Booker and Rebecca Peterson  Sharon Bradish  Jim and Libby Bradley  Marcia Bradley  Nicole Brauer  Sarah E. Braun  
Jim Bredeson  Ann C. Brink  Bob and Mary Brod  Richard Brouillard and Tonya Broyles-Brouillard  Estate of Darlene Brown  Jerry Brown  Kevin Brown  Lisa Brown  Steven and Lillian Brown  Toni Brown  BTC Institute  Thomas E. Buchhauser  Jennifer W. Bulleit  Jacqueline R. Burke  Mary P. Burke  Burreson’s Market  Allison and Dave Buss  Dennis and Linda Buzzar  Capstone Resources, LLC  Sindya Cardona  Carol A. Valley, CPA SC  Charles and Nancy Carpenter  
Lisa R. Carpenter  Barbara M. Carr  Billie W. Carter  Lily Castonguay  Marcia Caton Campbell  Central Beauty Shoppe  Liza Chang  The Chicago Community Foundation  Roshni Chowdhry  Christ Presbyterian Church  Bruce Christensen  Lesley Christoph  Peter Cion  City of Madison  City of Madison Police K9 and Equine Partners, Inc.  City of Verona  Heidi and Rod Clark  Tim Clemens  Linda and Keith Clifford  Andrew Cohn and Kim Vergeront  Jane Taylor Coleman  
Sandra Collins  Colony Brands Foundation, Inc.  Color X Salon LLC  Lee Columbus  Columbus Family Dental, Inc.  Columbus School District  Community Foundation of North Central Wisconsin  Joe Conlin  Mike and Jenny Conner  Kevin and Anita Connors  Jennifer and Timothy Conroy  Sarah Corbine  Core Knowledge Charter School Parent Roundtable  Ivy A. Corfis  Sharon Corrigan and Daniel Burkhalter  Susan and Howard Cosgrove  Val and Lauren Couillard  
County of Dane  Courtier Foundation  Chris Cox  Cream City Marketing  Anne V. Creed  The Creek Edge Condo Association  Karen and Alan Crossley  CUNA Mutual Group  David and Cheryl Dahlquist  Jean and Roger Damrow  Dane Buy Local Foundation  Dr. Jack E. Daniels, III  Angela R. Davis  Jeffrey and Marilyn Davis  Bill and Jan DeAtley  Meredith and Tom Degen  Archie and Dorothy Degnan  Timothy and Coreen Denk  Martin Densch  Annette Deuman  
Michael and Evelyn Dickmann  Lois and Randy Dickson  David and Sue Diericks  Dorothy M. Dittmann  Nicholas Dome  Beth and Brian Donley  Jane Donovan  Dennis and Maribeth Dorn  Althea and Bryan Dotzour  Jim and Jessica Doyle  Duffy Grain, Inc.  Thomas and Jill Dumphy  Sarah Dunning and David R. Siebert  Kristen Durst  Gerry and Becki Dvorak  E.D. Locke Public Library  E.K. Machine Co., Inc.  Lloyd and Patrick Eagan  Marshall B. Edmonson and Kathleen M. Massoth  
Joanne and Jay Eggleston  Darren and Nicole Eichelkraut  William Eichelkraut  Jane Mayer Eisner  Mary Ellenberger  Endres Manufacturing Company Foundation  Gordon and Lynnette Engdahl  Vikki and Tim Enright  EQT by Design  Kristine A. Euclide and Douglas Steege  The Everitt Family  The Evjue Foundation, Inc.  Crystal and Douglas Fahrenkrug  Farmers & Merchants Union Bank  Karen Faster  Albert G. Faul  Shannon Feehan  Hildy B. Feen  Beverly Fergus  
Festge Double Forte, LLC  Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund  Keith Findley  DeAnna Finley  Patricia J. Finn  First Business Bank  Beth D. Fisher  Tamora A. Fleming  Flywheel Government Solutions LLC  Karen Ford  Forward Theater Company  Foundation for Madison’s Public Schools  John Fournelle and Judith Munaker  Carol S. Fowler  Aaron and Dawn Frank  Elaine Frank  Matt and Kay Frank  Shelly Franz and Wiley T. Waddell  Bridget Fraser  Walter A. & Dorothy Jones Frautschi Charitable Trust  
Albert C. Friedman and Susan M. Tikalsky  Friends of Pheasant Branch Conservancy, Inc.  Friends of the Middleton Public Library  Friends of the Monona Public Library  Friends of the Residents and Staff of 700 Clark Street  Clayton and Belle Frink  Isabel Frischman  Evan Fry  Kathleen C. Fullin  Lena and Casey Funseth  Renee and Don Funseth  Ginger Galvez  Suzanne Gardner  Roberta A. Gassman and Lester A. Pines  Thomas and Jill Geier  Dan and Peg Geisler  
Martha and Ken Genskow  GHS Clinical Systems Team  Janet and Charles Gietzel  Give Back Foundation  Cindy and Neil Gleason  Enid and Tyrone Glenn  The Goke Family  Susan D. Goldwomon  Goodman Community Center  Michael L. Gormican  Larry and Anne Graham  Mary and Stan Grall  The Great Dane Pub & Brewing Co.  Greater Madison Conservation Society Inc.  Diane and Alan Greene  Amy R. Griffin  Paul M. Grossberg and Dean A. Ziemke  Groundswell Conservancy  
Susan E. Gruber  Emily Gruenewald  Therese Marie Gulbransen  Sandra and David Gunderson  Theodore and Linda Gunkel  Heidi Habeger  Ed Haferman  Chris Hannemann  Duane Hansen  Timothy and Lisa Hansen  W. Lee Hansen  Ruth E. Hanson  Harrison and Amy Harker  Harmony Bar LLC  Mark Harnois  Deborah J. Harrington  Norma Harrington  Patricia Harrington  John A. Hasenfuss  Scott R. Haumersen  Gloria V. Hawkins  Deborah Hearst  Evan Heath and Dan Jonovic  
Carroll A. Heideman  Jason Heidenreich  Tim and Jana Heinrich  Ruth Heins  Greta Helmueller  Duane Hendrickson  Cara Henney  Roxie Hentz  Herb Kohl Philanthropies  Tim and Kim Herlitzka  Hermanson Concrete & Masonry, LLC  Carol Ann Hewitt  Peter Hewson  Dick Hildreth  James H. Himel  Viva Jean Hirt  Ho-Chunk Gaming Madison  Krieg and Russell Hoddinott  Estate of Suzanne Hodgman  Jennifer Hoege  Vivian Holton  Steven and Jane Holtzman  Home Expressions  
Curtis S. Hossman  The Hudson Bowes Family Fund  Jay Huemmer  M. Susan Hundt-Bergan and Harold Bergan  Judith and John Hutchinson  Lynne C. Hvidsten and Cindy H. Amberger  Lasisi Ibrahim  Isthmus Partners, LLC  Anne T. Iwata  Ralph H. Jacobs  Jamesco, Inc.  John and Susan Janty  Deon Jaye  Amy W. Jeninga  David P. Jenkins and Mary E. Pertzborn  Vincel Kent Jenkins and Stefanie Sue Moritz  David and Penny Sue Johnson  Emogene Johnson  Erik Johnson  
Johnson Financial Group  Chris Julson and Mike Franke  Mary Kaja  Sujani Kakumanu and Robert Holland and Vijaya and Prasad Kakumanu  Joshua R. Kalwat  Anna Kaminski  Janet and Michael Kane  Sharyl J. Kato  Todd and Lisa Kaull  Valerie and Andreas Kazamias  Steve Kean  Kristy Kehr  Pamela J. Kelly  The Kenneth A. Lattman Foundation, Inc.  Alyssa C. Kenney  Kathleen King  Ann Marie Kinkade  Elizabeth and Ken Kirchstein  Kite Aerial Photography  Frederick Kittell  
Fred and Wendy Klancnik  Philip E. Klein  Jerome and Kristen Klobucar  Klobucar Construction Co., Inc.  Michael and Dagny Knight  Charles A. Knipp and Beulah M. Poulter  Darcy and Thomas Kobinsky  Tony and Margaret Koblinski  Sachi R. Komai and Thomas M. Moriearty  Jennifer N. Kraemer  Ronald F. Krantz  Pamela and Bruce Kraus  Thomas and Margie Krauskopf  Glenn R. Krieg  Jean Krieg  Terry and Ruth Jean Kringle  Henry V. Krokosky and Charlotte Schall-
Krokosky  Fritz Kruger  Najoua Ksontini  Carrol and Bob Kunkel  Lawren Kunz  John and Lauretta Kurth  Joan H. Kuypers  Kwik Trip, Inc.  Lake Farm Recreational Storage, LLC  Ruth Lalley  James C. Lamal  Lands’ End - Dodgeville Design Division  Hoss and Judy Langhoff  Jeanine S. Larson  Asenath A. LaRue  James and Jennifer Lattis  Brandon and Brooke Laufenberg  Andrew Laurent  Leadership Greater Madison Legacy (LGM Class 12)  Edward Lee  Regina A. Lee  
Lois Lehmann  Kathryn and Jim Leide  Amber Kiggens-Leifheit and Thomas Leifheit  David A. Lenz & Family  Joan Lerman and Ken O’Neill  Connie and Randy Lettman  Stu D. Levitan  Andrew and Pamela Lewis  Phoebe R. and John D. Lewis Foundation  Margaret A. Lindberg  Laura Linehan  Tom and Lisa Linfield  Efrat Livny and Ken Baun  Lodi Canning Company, Inc.  Tom Loeser  Abigail Loomis and Franklin Court  Bob Lowery  Lowville Charities Funds  David A. Lucey  
John Luchansky  Anne M. Lucke  Dani Luckett  Fredric and Cailin Lueders  Peter and Jill Lundberg  James and Sharon Lunde  Ronald S. Luskin and M. Therese Ruzicka  Lussier Community Education Center  Lesleigh M. Luttrell  Richard and Mary Lynch  Stewart Macaulay  Madison Civics Club  Madison Gas & Electric Co.  Madison Public Library Foundation, Inc.  Madison Senior Center Foundation  Douglas and Norma Madsen  Ann and James Maher  Jane Maher  
Michael W. Mahoney  Gary J. Maier  Jason Mann  Phil and Cindi Manske  Steve and Barbara Mantei  Kate and Dan Marquardt  Marriott Daughters Foundation  Bruce and Michelle Marsh  Darren and Dawn Marsh  Marshfield Area Community Foundation  Karen Marti  Kristin Martin  Elizabeth G. Matkom  James Matras  Bruce Matthews and Eileen Murphy  Thomas and Joan Matthews  Robert and Shirley Maurice  Harold and Christine Mayer  Scott and Tricia Mayer  
Nancy McCartan  Brent and Deborah McCown  Edward and Ursula McCreight  Julia McGann  Diane and John McGee  Chandler L. McKelvey  John and Jo Ellen McKenzie  Rhoda McKinney  Shawn and Leah McLoughlin  Ann McNeary  Gary and Lynn Mecklenburg  Meghan M. Meeker  Julie A. Melton  Ronald A. Mensink  The Meredith Corporation Foundation  Elizabeth E. Mertz  Doris M. Metcalf  Charlotte Meyer and Alan Kruger  Mid Towne Construction, Inc.  
Ralph and Catherine Middlecamp  Mike Roessler Realty  Terry R. Milfred  Annette and Mike Miller  Marjorie and Gene Miller  Robert Miller  Vincent and Julie Miller  Steven Mintz  Meg Mitchell  Rodger and Judy Moe  Ann and David Moffat  Anna Moffit  Stanley and Krystyna Moldoch  Andrea Mongler  Monona United Methodist Church  Carolyn and Eli Montgomery  Donna V. Moreland  Verona L. Morgan  D. D. Mortimer  Tom Mosgaller  Teresa Mueller  
Maureen Muldoon and Scott Lothes  Barbara I. Mulhern  Brian and Amanda Mullen  Mullins Drive-In LLC  Michael and Pauline Murphy  Bridget Murray and Gary Schroeder  Dagny Myrah  Sarah Naik  Joseph Napier  Brennan Nardi  Thomas A Nardi  National Financial Services, Inc.  National Guardian Life Insurance Company  Aimee and Kevin Nelson  Debra and John Nelson  Helene Nelson and James L. Arts  Network For Good  Jolen and Chad Neumann  Dave Nichols  
Carol A. Nickerson  Joan Kary Niebauer  Leslie and Patricia Niles  Katy Nodolf  Faye Funseth Nolden  Linda D. Nolten  Susan North  NPO Connect  Fay Ann O’Brien  James E. O’Brien  John M. O’Brien  Kevin and Rhonda O’Brien  Patrick D. O’Brien and Dawn K. Meyer  Thomas C. O’Brien  Tom and Debbie Obrodovich  Bill and Liz O’Donnell  Harry and Edjuana Ogden  Jake and Jennifer Ogorek  Becky Olson  Omega School, Inc.  Barbara and Daniel Opitz  Constance K. Ott  
Amy and Jonathan Overby  John and Kathleen Palmer  Leslie A. Palmer Ross  Michelle M. Pare  Parents Advocating Student Success (PASS)  Thomas and Lynn Parker  Paul Patenaude and Peter B. Hoff  MaryBeth and Kevin Paulisse  Paypal  Laura S. Peck  The Peoples Community Bank  Donna W. Peterson  Orville & Geraldine Peterson Family Trust Fund  Richard and Sandra Pfahler  Judie Pfeifer and William Lunney  Piggly Wiggly No. 206  Linda Pils  Pleasant T. Rowland Foundation  
Jane C. Poelma  Claudia and Tom Pogreba  David, Anisa and Wanjiru Pontes  John and Philomena Poole  Samuel G. Poser  The Poser Clinic, LLC  Patricia A. Premo  Kathy Price  Anne Pryor and Steven Ackerman  Leanne Puglielli  Bill Pullum  Rita and Ralph Pulver  Psychiatric Services SC  Quamme Insurance Services LLC  Nolan Quinn  Sean Quinn  Ginny Ragatz  Melanie Ramey  Steven M. Ramig  Dan and Michele Ramsey  Kristin and Nathan Raulin  Jean Rawson  
Mary Ann and Richard Reale  REALTORS® Association of South Central Wisconsin  Lezli Redmond  Bruce Reines  Reinhart Boerner Van Deuren S.C.  Bonnie J. Reinke  Joanne P. Reis  Renaissance Charitable Foundation, Inc.  David Rhoads  Kathleen Ricci  Ray and Cathy Riddle  M. Christina Rivera  Janet Robertson  Estate of Steven P. Robinson  Mary and John Roche  Georgia and Scott Roeming  Suzin Rogers  Floyd S. Rose  Michael and Betsy Rosenzweig  
John R. Ross and Jeanette Ross  Michael Ross  Diane M. Roston  Mary K. Ruble  Stephen C. Rute  Steven and Lisa Sailing  Noah Salata  Alif Saleh  salesforce.com, inc.  Jane and Robert Salinger  Sue A. Salter  Barbara S. Sanford  Ann and John Sayles  Linda Scheffel  Mary Jane Scherdin and William A. Wera  Jeremy and Liz Schlitz  The Schmidts  Robert Schnur  Frank Schoenbach  School District of Belleville  E.G. and Barbara Schramka  Nancy Schraufnagel  Wayne and Carol Schreiber  
Rebecca and John Schuetz  Daniel and Patricia Schultz  Schwab Charitable Fund  Peter Schwieger  Richard Searer and Cathi Webrecht-Searer  Arlene E. Sennhenn  David Sensenbrenner  F. Joseph and Mary Ellyn Sensenbrenner  Erica Serlin and Ken Kushner  Shaarei Shamayim  Pam Shannon  Carolyn Shanoff  Zachary Shea and Amelia Speight  Patrick and Helen Sheahan  Dennis P. Sheehan  Sherwood Automotive LLC  Tony Shields  Lynn Siekmann  G. Jean and Jerry A. Sieling  
Patty Sigler  Miriam F. Simmons  Amy Sinner  Margaret G. Skinner  Patricia L. Slagoski  Peg Smelser and Jody McCann  Gene and Carol Smith  Mildred K. Smith  Ronald and Paulette Smith  Elizabeth Snider  Richard and Janice Snortum  Sean Sobecki  Steven Sobiek and Wayne Graff  Jonathan Solari  Margaret A. Sommers  Bob and Lisa Sorge  Jesse B. Spankowski  Barbara Spierer  Lon and Sue Sprecher  Jeffrey Spreen  Estate of Arlene M. Stadelman  Louann Stadelman  
Mary H. Stamstad  Standard Imaging, Inc.  David and Sandra Stanfield  David and Marcie Stark  Stark Company Realtors  LaVerne and Carol Statz  Susan Steberl  John and Judy Steele  Shirley Steiner  Martin Stewart  Joleen Stinson  John P. Stott  Alan Strohschein and Kathryn Hoch  Stroud, Willink & Howard, LLC  Michael and Mary Subkoviak  Andrea Sullivan  Frederick Sundby  Amy and Jeffrey Supple  Rebecca E. Swank  Judith E. Symon Hanson  TASC  Joseph and Susan Tatar  
Linda A. Tate  Tauscher Family Foundation  Brad and Fran Taylor  Martha A. Taylor and Gary L. Antoniewicz  Meghan M. Teigen  Robert S. Ten-Eyck  Terry Family Foundation  Sacha Tetzlaff  Kevin L. Theede  Art and Sue Thomas  Jacqueline and Emil Thomas  Chad Thomley  Barbara A. Thompson  Connie Thompson  Michael and Susan Thompson  Thrivent Choice  TIAA Charitable  William F. Tierney and Valerie E. Nehls  Carol and John Toussaint  Town of Exeter  Ron Trachte  
Patricia Trainer  Jon and Peggy Traver  Elizabeth Tucci  Patricia and Michael Turba  Mark and Susan Twombly  Jon and Susan Udell  Susan and Tom Ullsvik  Janice R. Ulrich  Faye Underdahl  Union Federal  United Way of Dane County  Urban Land Interests  US Bank  UW Health  UW Law School Student Bar Association  Bruce Van De Velde  Kelley Van Egeren  Cheryl Van Lear  Martha A. Van Pelt  Joe Vande Slunt  Eugene and Marcia Vangen  Vanguard Charitable Program  
Steven R. Vedro and Beverly Gordon  Verona Public Library  Village Family Dental Associates, SC  Teresa Vilmain  Thomas G. Vinz  Mr. and Mrs. David R. Voekl  Sharon Vonachen  David and Laura Wagner  Nina Wagner  Brian and Takako Wakeham  Richard and Eloise Walbridge  Thomas A. Walker  William and Anna Walker  Jerome and Karen Wallander  Vicki and Bob Walz  Nicholas and Susan Weber  Anita G. Weier  Peter Weiler  Deb Weitzel  C. Topf Wells and Sally Probasco  
Kristin Wensing  Rachel Werner  Terry L. Westegard  William F. White  Lyman and Lyn Wible  Paul and Rosemarie Wieland  Sarah and Joseph Wiersma  David and Beth Wilder  Betsy Williams, David, Elisabeth and family  John and Vicki Wilson  Mary Alice Wimmer  Daisy C. Winslow  Kathleen Winter  Wintrust Financial Corp.  The Wisconsin Women’s Business Initiative Corporation  Robert and Nancy Wise  Carol and Joel Wish  Kathleen Woit  William Wolford  
Kent and Tami Woller  WSP Foundation,  Inc.   Kevin Wu  Bradley Wuoti la   Darlene L.  Wyl ie  Jul ia  Xistr is   Pam Yoder  Carol  Zahnow  Michel le and Bernard Zander  L iu Zhou  Gerald and Nancy Zimmerman  Glenn and Mary El len Zimmerman  Janet K.  Zimmerman  Laura Zimmerman and Joel  Warnick  Sara and Ben Zimmerman

THANK YOUTHANK YOUTHANK YOU



GETTING A JUMP ON YEAR-END PLANNING
By E.G. Schramka, Principal, SVA Certified Public Accountants, S.C.

Three recent tax laws passed by Congress, The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017, the SECURE 
Act of 2019, and the CARES Act in 2020, included provisions that may affect your 2020 
year-end charitable giving:

• 100% charitable deduction limit
• Deduction for cash gifts for taxpayers who take the standard deduction
• Required minimum distribution (RMD) waiver

Planning to make a gift of stock? Start early.
If you are planning to fund a year-end gift with stock or mutual fund shares, don’t wait until the last minute. Processing stock 
transfers can take some time, and in order to ensure MCF is able to process the gift before the year-end giving deadlines you 
should talk to your broker about the gift by early December — or even sooner.

New Charitable Deduction Limits
If you itemize deductions on your tax return this year, you 
can elect to deduct cash contributions up to 100% of your 
2020 adjusted gross income (AGI). This is up from the 
prior limit of 60%. However, depending on your individual 
tax bracket, you may not want to make the election if the 
deduction would be offsetting income that is taxed at the 
lower income tax brackets.

This new deduction is only for cash gifts that go directly to 
a public charity. Cash gifts to a donor advised fund are still 
limited to 60% of AGI, and charitable gifts of appreciated 
securities continue to be limited to 30% of AGI. 

If your charitable contributions exceed the applicable limits, 
you can carry over the excess amount and deduct it over 
the next five years.

New Deduction Available
If you take the standard deduction rather than itemizing, 
you can take advantage of a new charitable deduction 
for up to $300 per household. The $300 deduction only 
applies to gifts of cash to a qualified charity or named 
designated fund, and does not cover gifts to a donor 
advised fund or supporting organization.

The deduction directly reduces your AGI and, indirectly, 
your taxable income. Note: for married taxpayers filing 
jointly, the limit is the same as for a taxpayer filing as a 
single — $300.

Required Minimum Distributions
 Waived in 2020 
The requirement for minimum distributions from individual 
retirement accounts (IRAs) has been waived for 2020. This 
waiver includes beneficiaries of inherited IRAs.

However, for anyone who is at least 70.5 years old, it still 
may make sense to take a distribution from an IRA to make 
a qualified charitable distribution (QCD). The annual limit 
on the amount of a QCD is $100,000, and it must be made 
directly to a public charity or named designated fund; you 
cannot make a QCD to a donor advised fund.

One benefit of a QCD is that it reduces the balance in 
your IRA, which in turn will reduce your required minimum 
distributions, and therefore your income, in future years.
In addition, now that most beneficiaries must take distributions
from inherited IRAs over 10 years, funding a charitable 
gift from your IRA, rather than other assets, will lower the 
amount your beneficiaries will have to report as taxable 
income in the future.

Appreciated Securities
The recent tax law changes have not changed the benefits 
of giving appreciated securities to charities, including 
donor advised funds. When you donate appreciated 
securities, you receive a charitable deduction based on the 
fair market value of the contribution and do not have to 
report as taxable income the appreciation in the value over 
the cost.
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SIDEWALK SURPRISES

Madison Children’s Museum (MCM) had an ambitious plan to celebrate its 40th anniversary: to bring the museum to the 
community with 40 outreach events through the MCM Roadshow, which was supported by a Community Impact grant from MCF. 

The Roadshow was just getting ready to go when the pandemic hit, putting a stop to the Museum’s original plans. But the 
creative staff at MCM didn’t let that keep them down. They knew that the stress and isolation caused by the pandemic made 
their work even more important. So the Museum retooled its plans for the Roadshow, and in late May, Sidewalk Surprises 
rolled its way onto streets and sidewalks all over town. 

In this community-wide exhibit, museum staff and local artists used spray chalk designed to last for several weeks to create 
hundreds of temporary hopscotch courses, mazes and labyrinths. Using dozens of game patterns from around the world, 
MCM’s Sidewalk Surprises infused physical play with math and cultural learning.

Sidewalk Surprises is the first popup play experience planned as part of the MCM Roadshow. So keep your eyes and ears 
open to see what they roll out next.

Planning Ahead to Meet Your Objectives
When doing your year-end charitable giving planning, in 
addition to taking into account your personal objectives 
and income needs, consider the changes in recent laws 
passed by Congress discussed above.

If you would like to discuss making a year-end gift to your 
fund, to an MCF-directed fund, or if you are thinking about 
establishing a new fund, let us know. The philanthropic experts
at MCF would be happy to discuss your options with you.

A Creative Adaptation of a pre-COVID Plan

E.G. Schramka has more than 30 years of experience 
in estate planning, fiduciary taxation and trust 
administrative services. He also provides income tax 
consulting services to closely held businesses and high 
net worth individuals.

In addition to his accounting and legal background, 
E.G. is an Accredited Business Valuation Specialist and 
Personal Financial Specialist, and serves on MCF’s 
Board of Governors.
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Thank You Legacy Society Members
September is when we normally gather to celebrate the 
members of MCF’s Legacy Society — people who have made 
a commitment to the future of our community with a planned 
gift from their estate. Instead of gathering for a luncheon this 
year, we chose to recognize their long-term commitment in a 
different way.

Together with Dane County Parks and the Foundation for 
Dane County Parks, MCF will plant a “Legacy Forest” of 281 
trees across our beloved parks — one tree for each Legacy 
Society member. These trees will help replace many that were 
lost to the invasive Emerald Ash Borer.

Planning to leave a legacy through MCF for the organizations 
you care about can be a fulfilling experience, and it’s simpler 
to accomplish than you might imagine. To learn more about 
ways you can make a difference through your estate, give us 
a call or visit our website: madisongives.org/LeaveALegacy.

YEAR-END GIVING 
DATES TO REMEMBER
December 1
Talk to your broker to initiate 
a gift of mutual fund shares

December 7 
Initiate any stock gifts 
you have planned

December 15
Last day to submit grant 
recommendations from your fund

December 31
Donations must be received by 
MCF or postmarked by today


