You will be in good company.
BY THE NUMBERS, 1993 TO PRESENT

In-kind support:

Why we partner with MCF
A Fund for Women is a component fund of Madison Community
Foundation. Because MCF invests our assets for long-term growth, more
of every dollar we raise can go to the grants we make.

Donate online
Visit www.madisongives.org/affwgive.

Other giving methods
39 named
funds

More than

2,400

contributors

$2.7 million

Madison Community Foundation accepts a wide variety of assets,
which can be designated to support A Fund for Women. You can make
gifts at any time, commit to planned giving throughout your lifetime, or
include A Fund for Women in your will or estate plan. To learn more,
visit www.madisongives.org.

endowment value

$1.3 million in grants
awarded to more than

22 Total
Legacy Donors

125 nonprofit agencies

THOUSANDS OF LIVES TOUCHED EVERY YEAR

How can we help you translate your passion, your values, and interest
in women’s wellbeing into your personal philanthropy?

STRONG FOREVER

madisongives.org/affw

JOIN US IN MAKING A DIFFERENCE

2018 IMPACT:
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Gold Sponsors:

Over the course of AFFW history,
the endowment has grown from
$100,000 in 1994 to more than
$2.7 million in 2018! Your support
helps local women and girls
achieve economic security by
providing education and job
training necessary to earn a family
supporting wage, save resources
and invest wisely in themselves,
their family and their community.

AFFW 25th Anniversary Celebration

Dollars

2,000,000

THANK YOU TO OUR 2018 SPONSORS!

YOUR DONATIONS HAVE
MADE A TREMENDOUS
IMPACT IN MADISON.

Platinum Sponsor:

3,000,000

On October 9, 2018 supporters gathered at the Edgewater
Hotel in Madison, WI for the A Fund for Women 25th Anniversary
Dinner. The event was filled with impact stories, AFFW memories
and a special Legacy Society challenge match donation
by AFFW founding member Jane Coleman. That night AFFW
awarded more than $100,000 to five non-profit organizations
who provide job skill training and education for women
through economic empowerment programs.

AFFW Endowment Growth 1994-2018
2,500,000
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OUR STRENGTH IN NUMBERS

A Fund for Women brings people together to
support our community’s women and girls in
reaching their full potential.
At the heart of our mission are two basic activities:
fundraising and grantmaking.
Let us share with you the impact we’ve made
in Dane County in 2018!

Jennifer Seeker Conroy,
Advisory Committee Chair

A Fund for Women begins 2019 more committed
than ever to transforming our community so
that women and girls thrive. We know that
empowering women lifts up families and
changes communities. The work is not easy or
quick, but it is worth it.
In 1993, 100 women gave $1,000 each to
start a $100,000 permanent endowment fund
committed entirely to women and girls. Now
25 years later, that investment allows us to grant at least $100,000 every
year to agencies working on the ground in Dane County to help women
(particularly women of color) achieve economic security.
I am honored and humbled to take on the Advisory Committee Chair role
in 2019. A big thank you to Nicole Jenkins who has completed her term as
Chair but will remain on the committee. We have big goals this year. We
want to grow our endowment and increase the number of people naming
A Fund for Women in their will or estate plan. For the first 25 people who
make a planned gift, AFFW founder Jane Coleman has agreed to make a
matching contribution of $1,000 in the name of each new commitment.
These donors may remain anonymous or be recognized as part of
Madison Community Foundation’s Legacy Society. This will enable us to
continue to invest in women far into the future.
Our relationship with Madison Community Foundation as a component
fund enables us to operate efficiently and effectively by sharing resources
and pooling our investments for maximum return. In 2018, we reaffirmed
that relationship to enable us to continue to have maximum impact on
behalf of our donors.
In 2019, we are also committed to growing our Advisory Committee to
reflect the richness and diversity of the communities we serve for many
years to come.
At times I can find myself impatient about the pace of change in our
community. Then I remember the vision of those women 25 years ago who
started AFFW. I hope you will recommit with me for the next 25 years, as we
work together toward the vision of economic empowerment for all women
in Dane County, particularly from underrepresented populations. We must
build the community we all deserve.

Love recognizes no barriers. It jumps hurdles, leaps fences,
penetrates walls to arrive at its destination full of hope.
–Maya Angelou

AFFW LEGACY CAMPAIGN–
FOR TODAY AND TOMORROW
WE MAKE A DIFFERENCE THROUGH THE GIFTS WE GIVE
Your life is busy, but you know it’s time to make a difference. Joining our
Legacy Society is one small act that changes lives for women and girls
in Dane County, far into the future. Please consider making A Fund for
Women part of your estate plan.
As a part of Madison Community Foundation, we can accept a
wide variety of assets, designated to a Fund for Women. It can be as
easy as adding A FUND FOR WOMEN as a beneficiary of your IRA, or
including a gift in your will. MCF Staff can help you determine the best
ways to meet your charitable goals. Giving can even have benefits
during your lifetime. To learn more, visit madisongives.org or call
Angela Davis at 608-232-1763.

KATHY BAILEY,
Director of Operations,
Ascendant Holdings LLC

I’ve been impressed with the
number of lives A Fund for
Women has impacted with a
relatively modest endowment.
At the Annual Dinner, my heart
was moved by Jane Coleman’s
call to legacy giving. Including
A Fund for Women in your estate
plan is such an easy ask! Even a
small bequest ripples out to the
community, far into the future.

Is there any specific women’s cause that interests you?
Education is a hard road if you come from a background that
doesn’t advocate for it, but education betters everyone’s lives. I
like the way A Fund for Women helps women pursue schooling.

2018 IMPACT: A CYCLE OF UPLIFT
Each year, A Fund for Women brings our community together to help women and girls reach their full potential. These grants
awarded in 2017 made their impact in 2018:
Doyenne Group Evergreen Fund: $10,000

YWeb Career Academy: $30,000

The dollars Doyenne was awarded from A Fund for Women
enabled us to offer the 12-month Doyenne Accelerator program
which includes mentoring, programming, and strategic planning
sessions to create pathways for greatest success and professional
growth for the entrepreneurs.

The generosity from A Fund for Women has been incredible in
the lives of women, primarily women of color in our community.
YWeb is a program that creates pathways to careers for women
and people of color in tech - this long-standing partnership is
critical to achieving that.
– Vanessa McDowell

– Heather Wentler

Chief Executive Officer, YWCA Madison

Executive Director & Co-founder of Doyenne

Latino Academy of Workforce Development: $15,000

Odyssey Project: $19,500

Thank you for allowing us to continue creating stronger and longlasting career advancement opportunities for Latinas in Dane County.
Each participant’s achievements is not only an individual milestone,
but a collective success that impacts our whole community.

Support from A Fund for Women helped the UW Odyssey Project
change lives by empowering women to break a cycle of generational
poverty and pursue their dreams. Odyssey expanded resources
available to its alumni so more low-income women can continue their
quest towards college degrees and better lives for themselves and
their families. Graduates of Odyssey have moved from homelessness
to UW master’s degrees, from incarceration to meaningful work in the
community, thanks to community support.

– Baltazar De Anda-Santana
Executive Director, Latino Academy

– Emily Auerbach
Professor of English; Director, UW Odyssey Project

AFFW's 25th Anniversary Celebration, The Edgewater, Oct. 2018

AFFW MISSION
We transform our community so that women and girls thrive.
Each year, grant applications are received in the spring, decisions
made over the summer, and recipients announced in the fall. Over the
following year, those grants achieve impact for the women and girls of
Dane County.

NEXT YEAR, WATCH FOR THE IMPACT OF A FUND
FOR WOMEN’S 2018 GRANT AWARDS:
•
•
•
•
•

Centro Hispano of Dane County
Doyenne Group
Latino Academy of Workforce Development (LAWD)
Operation Fresh Start
YWCA Madison
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