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Lodi Area Community Endowment 
P.O. Box 263 
Lodi, WI  53555 

As the 2017 holiday season rapidly approaches, the Lodi Area Community 
Endowment (LACE) would like to extend a hardy thank you to the many donors 
that have contributed to the LACE Endowment Fund during 2017.  Because of 
our generous donors, in 2017 LACE was able to award over $8,000.00 in grants 
to four different organizations in the Lodi area that will be used to provide 
services to residents of the area.  2017 has seen the donor base for the Lodi 
Area Community Endowment expand and it is one of the goals of the LACE 
Advisory Board to continue expanding its donor base for future years.  
 
As the seasons change, I would also like to inform you of a couple of changes 
within the LACE Advisory Board.  Please allow me to give a heartfelt thank you 
to Bill Haupt who stepped down as Chair of the LACE Advisory Board on 
January 1, 2017.  Bill has given many years of service to LACE and has dutifully 
guided the LACE ship to where it is today.  Also, I would like to introduce Mary 
Cable as the newest member of the LACE Advisory Board.  Along with her 
husband Nick, Mary is co-owner of Vern’s Appliances in Lodi and replaces Curt 
Hossman as a member of the Advisory Board.  A very warm thank you to Curt 
for all of his years of service to LACE.   
 
As we begin looking to 2018 and beyond, the LACE Advisory Board will 
continue to build resources for LACE in order to enrich the greater Lodi 
community for present and future generations.  Your support to this point has 
allowed us to meet this goal and we look forward to your continued support in 
the future. 
 
Paul Johnson   LACE Chair 
 

Chair’s Message: 2017 LACE 
Grants Top $8,000  

Fall 2017 

Pictured Left to Right: Mary Cable, 
Paul Johnson, Heidi Ness, Lori Statz, 
Bill Haupt, Peter Tonn, and Bob 
Steiner (Grant Committee member) 
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A total of $8,050 in grant requests from 
the Lodi Area Community Foundation 
were awarded and distributed this fall to 
four local organizations.  Grant 
recipients for 2017 were: Lodi 
Elementary School, Reach Out Lodi, Lodi 
Valley Chapter of the Ice Age Trail 
Alliance, and Ouisconsing School of 
Collaboration.  Funding ranged from 
$800 - $3,100. 
 
Founded in 2009, LACE is dedicated to 
enhancing the quality of life in the 
greater Lodi area for present and future 
generations.      
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2017 LACE Grants Total $8,050 

Lodi Elementary School 

Grant requests are accepted from 
qualifying tax-exempt organizations.  
Key interest areas include: educational, 
cultural, environmental, and civic 
interests.  Since its inception, LACE has 
distributed $38,045 to non-profit 
community organizations within the 
geographical boundaries of the Lodi 
School District.  LACE currently has 
assets of $267,121.    
 
Grant Recipients Pictured Left to Right: Dana 
Slowiak Bloedorn , Lodi Valley Chapter of the Ice 
Age Trail Alliance, Amy Good, Lodi Elementary 
School, Kelly Hatch, Ouisconsing School of 
Collaboration, James Schmiedlin, Reach Out Lodi 
 

Four Area Groups Receive Funding  

Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports is a project that 
encourages positive behaviors by giving positive recognition to 
students who are being responsible, respectful, and safe.  This 
program established clear expectations for students and taking 
active steps in teaching, modeling, and reinforcing appropriate 
behaviors school-wide.  Funding of $3,100 will be used for printing 
pride cards, rewards for pride card winners, new student welcome 
bags, Lodi pride pencils, materials for the beginning of the year kick-
off, staff appreciations, and visuals in the hallways.  
 
  
 

Ouisconsing School of Collaboration 
This school was created with the idea that students would meet 
their required standards by completing projects, and those 
projects would chiefly have a service learning component.  OSC 
requested funding to help maintain their Charter contract.  
Support of $1,200 will be used to promote field studies. 

Lodi Valley Chapter of the Ice Age 
Trail Alliance 
A program entitled “Art on the Trail” is being developed in 
cooperation with art teachers and classroom teachers in the Lodi 
schools, as well as the local art community.  The desired outcome 
is to involve youth and adult artists in the interpretation of their 
experiences interacting with the Ice Age Trail through the arts.  
The goal is to involve youth, promote the trail, Lodi community, 
and the arts in our community.  A week-long viewing of the art 
projects will be held in May 2018 on a local trail segment.  A 
reception honoring the artists will be held with spoken word and 
musical performances on the trail.  Funding of $800 will be used 
to support materials for the projects. 

Reach Out Lodi 
Reach Out Lodi provides a safe and welcoming Community Center 
where people can gather and a Community Store that supports 
families and individuals struggling to provide for their basic living 
needs.  $2,950 was awarded to help with the purchase of 
heating/cooling units. 
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 Why My Family Supports LACE 
By Kathy Martin  

When my husband Ron died on August 20, 2017, our family was faced with a multitude of 
decisions that had to be made quickly.    The easiest was the decision about where to direct 
memorial gifts to support Ron’s philosophy of responsible and sustainable enjoyment of this 
amazing world.  The obvious choice was the Lodi Area Community Endowment (LACE). 

 
Organizations that recently received grants from LACE 
include both those that benefitted from Ron’s time and 
energy and those that benefited our family.   

• The Ice Age Trail – Ron worked on Ice Age Trail 
projects and hiked the Lodi segments almost daily, 
finding peace and friendship on the trail. 

• Friends of Scenic Lodi Valley – Ron was the 
team leader for the Lodi Marsh Team, coordinating a 
multi-year Spring Creek water quality monitoring 
project with the DNR.  Ron was in the marsh year 

round, hiking, hunting or picking wild berries.   
• Reach Out Lodi – When it was time to demolish the interior of the old medical clinic so it 

could be rebuilt for Reach Out Lodi, Ron was there, crowbar in hand to help get the 
building ready. 

• Lodi Fire Department – When our house burned in 1998, the Lodi Fire Department was 
here with the Dane Fire Department. 

• Lodi Schools – Andy and Dan, our two sons, attended Lodi schools from kindergarten 
through high school and graduated, well prepared to embark on their life journeys. 

• Lodi Wrestling Team – Andy and Dan both wrestled for Lodi.  Our eight years as Lodi 
wrestling parents gave us some of our favorite memories. 

We’re grateful for the existence of LACE and its role in enhancing the responsible and 
sustainable enjoyment of the Lodi area.  It’s good to know that LACE helps support the time and 
energy that so many Lodi area people give to the organizations that help make the Lodi area a 
great place to live.  
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LACE’s mission is to provide 
charitable resources that will 
enrich the greater Lodi 
Community for present and 
future generations. 
 
Resources from LACE are 
available for educational and 
civic projects within the 
geographical boundaries of 
the school district of Lodi. 

Our Mission 

An excellent way to contribute to LACE is by making a 
donation to LACE as part of your estate plan or by 
some other form of charitable giving. 
 
LACE is pleased to be partnering with the Madison 
Community Foundation in a Qualified Charitable 
Contribution fund as a mechanism to donate funds to 
LACE.  Through the Qualified Charitable Donation 
program, donors will be able to make a charitable 
donation to LACE immediately, and then receive an 
annual payment from the donation of the accrued 
interest. At the time of the donor’s passing, the funds 
from the initial gift will then be released to LACE. 
 
In addition to this charitable giving program, 
making a specific bequest of cash or stock as 
part of your will or trust, or name LACE as a 
beneficiary to an IRA or other investment account 
is an excellent way to support the work 
LACE does in the Lodi community. 

Estate Plan, Other 
Charitable Options 
Available to Our Donors 
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